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News From Martin & Amy 

 
There are times in each of our lives we face 
challenges that seem impossible to overcome. 
Maintaining a hope and steadfastness that 
somehow the seeming impossible will happen 
is paramount to seeing the goal fulfilled.  Faith 
is holding on to what we hope for until it 
manifests itself. Last month I shared about the 
disappointments we faced when someone 
promises a child education funding help and 
then it doesn't happen. This month I can share 
our excitement that the funding needs for four 
of our children to begin university study has 
been met for this year thanks to some caring 
people who have made this possible. More 
good news has also come in as we have 
received a pledge from a group of people in 
Australia offering to complete our new 
accommodation building for the children. The 
work will start on Sept this year and we look 
forward to meeting and hosting this wonderful 
group of people that will supply the labour and 
materials to complete the work. Further to our 
last news letter we mentioned about the 
requirement for another Social Worker and the 
high cost of this. Well last week we started our 
latest staff member at the orphanage, a social 
worker who was willing to accept half of the 
going rate to work with us full time. This will 
help strengthen our ties with the Dept of Social 
Welfare and make us a more efficient 
operation. Ptr Cris and his team have been 
busy working on changes to our existing 
building to meet new requirements and have 
completed a new office and upgrading of our 
bathrooms. I am always inspired to see how 
resourceful he is in getting the necessary jobs 
done. We have a few new request from Ptr Cris 
and if some of you are able to contribute will 

mean so much. We are in need of a new 
refrigerator as our old one is no longer working. 
19k peso ($NZ600)  is required for this. More 
fire extinguishers are required to meet Fire 
Dept  regulations. We received a donation 
recently to buy 2 .The cost for the extra ones is 
26k pesos ($NA800). Office equipment for our 
new social worker and a colour printer is 
needed. This cost is approx 10k peso 
($NZ350).  Thanks to you all for your ongoing 
help and prayers.  You are making Shepherd’s 
Arms a great work. 
 
Martin 

  
Sponsorship 
New sponsors are one of our greatest needs 
Please consider sponsoring a child if you have 
not already or maybe there is someone you 
know who would help in this way.  Sponsorship 
of a child is $40 per month. 
email info.shepherdsarms@gmail.com if this is 
something you can become involved in. 

 
Prayer Needs 
� Good Health for the children  

� New colour printer & office equipment 

� Finance to meet salary costs 

� Cris and Marci – health and blessing 

� Refrigerator 

� Fire Extinguisher 

� Finishing of the building 

� Sponsorships for children 

Cris and Marcy Share 
1. The children 
 From Monday through Friday only one child 
remains at Shepherd’s Arms during the day, for 
all of them are at school and university study. 
We have 3 preschool,14 elementary,14 high 
school and 4 university students. Thank God 
for our sponsors from Australia, Jason and 
Leanne, helping the 4 older children go to 
university for this semester.  Christian is taking 
up a Bachelor of Science in Information 
Technology while the other 3 are taking up 
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Bachelor in Elementary Education. As of now 
they are so very busy studying. We really 
encourage them to work hard and succeed 
 
Our high school children now wear their new 
school uniforms, also provided by Jason and 
Leanne. As you can see in the photo they are 
very happy to have them.  

   
 Transferring them to their new school has 
opened up new opportunities for it is a 
technical vocational school.  The school 
teaches them about entrepreneurship. As of 
now some of them have small business studies 
and projects every day. They already know  
how to make polvoron and choco balls which 
we sell every day. 

    
 

 
 
As part of their training also, we encourage 
them to practice use of the sewing machine. 
We bought new cloth for our curtains and let 
them sew them and WOW! They are so good. 

    
 

            

We are encouraging the high school boys to 
study automotive engineering, so that they may 
know in basic ways how to repair a car. With 
our car here, it will then be so easy for us to 
repair it if there is a problem. 
          
 WOW! Happy new bath towels! Since the first 
batch of children came here they have only  
ever received one towel until we asked Sister 
Amy to buy new ones. Over time they become 
stained and very old. Last Friday Amy sent us 
money to buy new ones.  We bought 30 and 
gave them to the children. They are so very 
happy and always say thank you for the brand 
new  towels. 

 
              
God answers prayer for He has given us not   
one, but two Social Workers. They started work 
here on June 25. Our full time Social Worker is 
here from Monday until Friday. Her job 
description is to update the records of the 
children and to have their progress report ready 
each month to be submitted to the local 
Department of Social Welfare and 
Development (DSWD). The other one is a part 
time Social Worker, working with us every 
Saturday taking group sessions with the 
children. This is one of the requirements of the 
Department of Social Welfare and 
Development (DSWD).  
 
In the third week of June, our place was 
chosen to hold the Area-Based Standard 
Network meeting (ABSNET). Those attending  
include all the residential based and community 
based homes operating in Bohol along with the 
Department of Social Welfare and 
Development (DSWD) Region 7 
representatives. We are so blessed by this, for 
they can see what we are doing at Shepherd’s 
Arms, which will be a great help in the renewal 
our license to operate. We can also ask if we 
have anything further we need to do and 
hopefully make the renewal easy to process. 

    

 

Editor’s note: I’m off on an OE in July/Aug.  
Your next newsletter will arrive late in August. 
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Editor’s note – You can enlarge the photos in 
this newsletter if you click on them and drag on 
corner outwards.  By doing this you will enjoy 
much more detail in each photo. 
 


